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BOOK-NOTES 



Believing that the readers of the School Review will benefit more from a concise 
statement of what is in a textbook than by the mere mention by title of such a volume 
as a "book received," the editors will next month replace the department of Books 
Received by the department of Book-Notes. Books of primary importance, as here- 
tofore, will be discussed in the review columns. Books which seem to be of secondary 
importance will be found under Book-Notes. 

Neff, Theodore Lee (editor). Bazin's "Le Bli qui leve." New York: 

Henry Holt & Co., 1914. Pp. xxv+300. 

This text should be of assistance to the high-school teacher or college instructor 
who believes that a love of French can best be inculcated in the earlier years by a 
study of contemporary writers. The simplicity and straightforwardness of Bazin 
make him a charming interpreter of country life, and form a needed corrective to the 
popular idea of French domesticity as described in the Parisian novel, a notion, the 
results of which are so amusingly set forth in Brieux's play, La Francaise. 

To reduce the text to the possibilities of the classroom the editor has omitted 
"all the chapters relating to the hero's experience in Belgium, more especially the 
chapter that relates his conversion." The preface has exactly the right balance for 
the introduction of a class to a contemporary author. Bazin's life is quickly sketched; 
the main body of Professor Neff 's essay is taken up with an exposition of his author's 
artistic and social aims. Thus he has an excellent condensation of Bazin's theory 
of the novel, and another section on "How M. Bazin Carried Out His Literary Ideals." 
It is possible that the understanding of these sections assumes a larger acquaintance 
with the realistic school and the French novel in general than a high-school class 
would have. A vocabulary and notes are provided. It is to be regretted that so 
good a text should be illustrated by such poor pictures; all but the portrait of M. Bazin 
might better have been omitted. 

Bergen, Thomas D., and Weston, George B. An Italian Reader of Nine- 
teenth Century Literature. With vocabulary. Boston: Ginn & Co., 1914. 
Pp. viii+236. $1.00. 

This reader is intended for college students beginning Italian, though it should 
prove useful for high schools where Italian is offered. The compilers have attempted 
to "aim at the acquirement of a first-hand knowledge of the modern literary idiom," 
and might properly leave for later study authors like Alfieri and Goldoni. The 
selections are brief, the longest running to eight pages. Prose and poetry are repre- 
sented; the selections in prose including De amicis, Fucini, Fogazzaro, Villari, and 
among the poets, Leopardi, Sestini, and Marradi. A paragraph of biographical 
criticism precedes each selection. The notes are direct and concise. 

Beshgeturian, Azniv. Foreigner's Guide to English. Yonkers-on-Hudson: 

World Book Co., 1014. Pp. xi+268. 

This is a very interesting book, one which springs from the author's own expe- 
riences in teaching English to foreigners. Even apart from its value in a night school, 
as a human document the perspicacious reader will find it entertaining. To teachers 
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of foreigners it should prove very useful; to any instructor in elementary language- 
work it ought to be a mine of hints on English. 

The first lessons are made simple "with results that may be readily seen by 
teacher and pupil alike." An abundance of simple illustrations is used to define 
words. Emphasis is laid on peculiarities in our speech likely to trouble foreigners 
in common conversation — the vagaries of the verb "to be," the use of auxiliaries, 
idiomatic use of prepositions, and so on. The more advanced lessons deal with things 
near at hand — the city government, the police, the country ("Not all the people in 
America live in the cities," runs the first sentence, indicative of the power of the 
author to meet the immigrant's point of view), simple health rules, marketing, public 
signs, etc. A plain, practical book, but, like abnormal psychology, one that illu- 
minates the normal by the freshness and oddity of its approach. 

Coville, Marion E. An Appeal against Slaughter. Syracuse: C. W. 
Bardeen, 1914. Pp. 161. 
Another Bardeen publication, apparently on vegetarianism. Worthless. 

Cerf, Barry (editor). Daudet's "Tartarin de Tarascon." With vocabulary. 

(International Modern Language series.) Boston: Ginn & Co., 1914. 

Pp. xxx+204. $0.45. 

This is another volume in the excellent Modern Language series. For the first 
time the delicious Tartarin is made accessible to students in a properly annotated, 
and yet a complete, edition. Professor Cerf's introduction is admirably fair in its 
critical estimate of Daudet's life and writings; his notes are full, and he deals ade- 
quately with the sprinkling of Tarrasconais provincialisms which serve as pepper to 
Daudet's dish. One commendable feature of the editing is the cross-reference between 
vocabulary and notes. As a literary masterpiece, of course, Tartarin is worth the 
study; but it ought to find a place in any class sufficiently advanced because it is 
royal good fun. There is no reason why a language class should be exclusively devoted 
to dignified and sometimes stupid masters; Professor Cerf's timely contribution 
offers a chance to liven up the dullest recitation. 

Elmslie, W. A. L., and Skinner, John (editors). Isaiah XL-LXVI. Cam- 
bridge: University Press, 1914. Pp. xxxiii-l-137. is. 6d. 
This is another text in the Cambridge series of the Revised Version of the Bible 
for schools and the second volume of the two into which Isaiah is divided. It contains 
the usual scholarly introduction, dealing with questions of textual, aesthetic, and 
religious criticism. The notes are placed at the bottom of the page; their extent can 
be guessed from the fact that they usually occupy about one-half of the page. Excel- 
lent for schools in which biblical study is a part of the curriculum. 

Greene, George G. Workshop Note-Book: Woodworking. Peoria: Manual 

Arts Press, 1914. 24+blanks. $0.25. 

A combination of notebook and text in woodworking. Intended for practical 
shop use in an elementary course. 

Hall, Guillermo. All Spanish Method, First Book. Yonkers-on-Hudson: 

World Book Co. Pp. xxix+280. 

This is a practical first book in Spanish in the direct method. It might be avail- 
able for individual study, but seems to require a teacher. The author has aimed to 
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make the students talk Spanish; to this end the lessons deal with practical, everyday 
things of home, street, store, and office. Of the 4,500 words in the vocabulary, he 
declares that 4,000 are of this class; he aims to avoid the far too common weakness 
of a badly selected vocabulary, impractical for linguistic purposes. Everything is 
given in Spanish excepting what few English directions were absolutely necessary. 
There are twenty-four lessons, each divided into a conversational and a written 
exercise. At the end a "manual de inflexiones" of 28 pages is appended. The book 
is workmanlike and ought to be a very practical handbook for classroom use. 

Thompson, Garrett W. (editor). Hauff, Lichtenstein. With Vocabulary. 

(International Modern Language series.) Boston: Ginn & Co., 1914. 

Pp. xxii+566. $0.90. 

Professor Thompson's edition makes accessible a German literary classic which, 
although popular in Germany, has been little known in America. His introduction 
sketches the life of the author, but unfortunately makes little attempt at a critical 
appraisal of the novel. While Lichtenstein is not difficult German, it may be ques- 
tioned whether its somewhat formidable length, although here abridged (the text 
occupies 412 pages in this edition), does not preclude its use for the ordinary high- 
school recitation. This volume might well serve for rapid reading in somewhat 
advanced classes or for reading outside of class in a survey course. Mr. Thompson 
provides 27 pages of composition exercises based on the text. The notes, though 
sparing, seem to be adequate. 

Kennedy, John. The Batavia System of Individual Instruction. Syracuse: 

C. W. Bardeen, 1914. Pp. 307. $2 . 00. 

This is a beautiful example of how not to put out a book. The volume is wretch- 
edly manufactured, on cheap paper, and poorly bound in just the wrong shape. The 
content is palpably stuffed with "recommendations" of the Batavia system of varying 
authority, ranging from a newspaper write-up to opinions of visiting superintendents; 
what is the author's own seems to be a pot pourri of extracts from other articles and 
addresses by him on the same subject. Whatever the merits of the Batavia "system," 
the present presentation of it would repel any judicious reader. The "system" of 
individual instruction set forth, which is well enough known in other places than 
Batavia, might make a fair pamphlet, but a volume it emphatically does not. As 
a book it approaches perilously near to an attempt to defraud. 

Kingsley, Charles. The Heroes. Cambridge: University Press; New 

York: Putnam, 1914. Pp. 157. 

A cloth-bound printing of the text, without notes or introduction. A pronouncing 
dictionary of proper names is appended. 

Weatherhead, T. C. (editor). Livy, " The Revolt and Fall of Capua." Being 
selections from Livy xxiii-xxvi. Cambridge: University Press; New 
York: Putnam, 1914. Pp. xli+166. $0.50. 

Mr. Weatherhead's selections are intended for students beginning Livy and are 
based on the idea that it is by no means a bad scheme to present the most interesting 
part of a difficult author first to catch the interest of the class. His is intended as a 
transition text from Caesar to Livy, but he has happily attempted no "simplication" 
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of his author. A vigorous introduction sets forth the historical data necessary to an 
understanding of the history, followed by a chronological table of the Punic wars. 
Omitted passages in the text are summarized in brief inserted English paragraphs. 
The notes are chiefly devoted to passages grammatically difficult; an index of the 
constructions explained in the notes is supplied, followed by a vocabulary. A very 
workmanlike text. 

Mirick, George A. The Teaching of Reading. Trenton: New Jersey 

Department of Public Instruction. Pp. 96. 

A scholarly study of all the branches of teaching reading. Designed for New 
Jersey school teachers. 

Moore, Elizabeth, Tompkins, Dora Gilbert, MacLean, Mildred. English 
Composition for College Women. New York: Macmillan, 1914. Pp. 
xi+314. $1.25. 
A welcome book, based upon innovations in teaching English. It is founded 

upon the demands made by the home, by the club, by society upon women. It is 

filled with new and refreshing models of the best kinds of literature. It is worthy 

of a thorough trial in any class of first-year college women. 

Sampson, R. A. The Sun. Cambridge: University Press; New York: 

Putnam, 1914. Pp. 141. $0.40. 

This volume is No. 81 in the Cambridge Manuals of Science and Literature series. 
It aims "to provide, for the general reader, within the compass permitted, something 
like a report upon the present position of fact and theory relating to the sun." The 
first chapter deals popularly with the aim and method of scientific research and hints 
at the history of solar astronomy. The content of the book is evident by the chapter 
headings: "The Sun's Output of Heat," "The Sun as the Mechanical Centre of the 
World," "The Spectroscope," etc. The book is illustrated, and a selected bibliography 
is added as an inducement to further reading. The style and weight of this discussion 
fits it very well for the high-school library where astronomy, as a matter of outside 
reading, is a usually neglected but always fascinating field. 

Scott, Franklin William, Assistant Professor of English, University of 

Illinois, and Zeitlin, Jacob, Associate in English, University of Illinois. 

College Readings in English Prose. New York: Macmillan, 1914. Pp. 

xiii+652. $1.25. 

Six hundred pages crammed full of illustrative material in all forms of compo- 
sition. Valuable as a reference book for models, most of which are new, selected from 
modern writers or speakers. 



